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Senate gives lobbying power

TODAY

HIGH 54°

Students will have
chance to petition
at State House

TONIGHT
LOW 29°

TOMORROW
HIGH 65°

Inside
SPORTS

The Gamecocks beat out
the buzzer for a 70-69
miracle victory against
the Gators Wednesday.

See page 10

THE MIX

Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

Move over, paid lobbyists.
USC students will now be
joining you.
A bill that will allow USC
students to trek less than a
mile to the State House and
ask for funding for student
prog rams passed St udent
Senate on Wednesday night,
opening the door for more
s t u d e nt i n v o l v e m e nt i n
government, sponsors said.
“Education is not a priority
i n Sout h Ca rol i na,” sa id
second-year history student
Ebbie Yazdani, one of the bill’s
co-sponsors. “Elected officials
do not hear our voice.”
With the new program, any
USC student could apply to
lobby state government for
more funding. If the student
passes the application and
i nter v iew proce ss, he or
she would work with paid
university lobbyists to secure
money for t he universit y.
T he budget for t he new
organization would be funded
through Student Government’s
executive budget.

Sen. Taylor Cain, a secondyear history student, said the
new program couldn’t hurt.
While trying to pass legislation
last year, Cain wrote a letter to
the State House, only to not
receive a reply.
“This would be a great
outlet for us to use,” Cain
said.
Ya z d a n i s a i d s t u d e n t
lobbyists have worked for
ot her u n iversit ies i n t he
past. He said the University
o f C a l i f o r n i a e m p lo y e d
students as lobbyists for a 10year period. The result: an
additional $8 million dollars
for the university.
“They had to fly all the time
to do their lobbying,” Yazdani
said. “We can walk.”
But a l low i n g s t ude nt s
without training to lobby
elected of f icials cou ld
embarrass t he universit y,
said Sen. Chris Main, a law
student.
“I’m kind of worried about
students being able to interact
well with Senate leaders,”
Main said. “Students going
over to the State House won’t
have any impact. If anything,
it will be [a] hindrance.”
Manning said paid
university lobbyists, along
with an official alumni group,
have the proper training. In

University officials discuss
how financial trimmings
will affect students
STAFF WRITER
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Online Exclusive
Check out Peyton McCullough’s column on
treating the Commander-in-Chief with respect.
View a photo gallery
of the Gamecocks’ big
win by Daily Gamecock
photographer Ben Fine.
Sports Columnist Ben
Hartzell sounds off on
why he loves sports.
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Minority Affairs Chair Sen. Ebbie Yazdani speaks in favor of the new student lobby.
the heat of battling for money,
s t u d e nt s m i g ht b e c o m e
emotionally heated and say
something negative that would
affect the university, he said.
T hat won’t necessa r i ly
happen, though, said Sen.
Megan Ananian, a secondyear public relations student.

I n h igh school, A na n ia n
p a r t ic ip at e d i n a y o ut h
government program that
allowed students to lobby the
state government for more
funding. When she came to the
USC, she was “shocked” there
was no college equivalent.
“Elected officials do pay

attention to students,” Ananian
said. “If an adult was coming
to sell Girl Scout cookies,
would you buy them from the
adult or would you buy them
from the Girl Scout?”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Cuts mean fewer electives, grad programs Comissioner

Josh Dawsey

TDG podcast, pea coats
and Flying Saucer are
among the things The
Mix is obsessing about
this week.

ALan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

In the second of a three-day series
on the University’s handling of recent
state budget cuts, The Daily Gamecock
will look at how students are affected
in class offerings, scholarships and
tuition prices. In the fall, university
officials received news that 25 percent
of the university’s state funding wasn’t
returning.
“We were dealt with a series of cuts
that came fast and furious and deep,”
USC President Harris Pastides said
of the state’s decision to slash the
university’s funding. “And since, we’ve
done a lot of hard work somewhere
between structured planning and seat
of the pants.”

Number of Classes/Degrees Oﬀered
Will classes, majors and even entire
schools be cut by the budget shortfalls?
Pastides said it’s possible.
“ Ev e r y t h i n g i s o n t he t ab le .
Anything that will save a lot of money
and have little impact will be done by
the university,” Pastides said. “We’ll
look at degree programs and choice
w ill be somewhat d im i n ished i n
some. But we’ll still have more choice
than any other university in South
Carolina.”

In practical terms, Pastides said
most students will see the biggest drop
in the number of electives offered
for general education requirements.
Also, graduate programs with small
enrollments may be targeted in the
university’s trimmings.
“ We w i l l a l w a y s b e a b r o a d
a nd comprehen sive u n iver sit y,”
Pastides said. “But when you lose a
quarter of your budget, the impact
on t he u n iversit y w ill cha nge it
substantively.”

Scholarships
T here is some good new s for
students. The millions of dollars of
scholarships students receive every
year will remain mostly unscathed,
USC’s Interim Provost Ted Moore
said.
“We’re absolutely not going to cut
scholarships,” he said. “We’re going to
try to continue and increase them.”
But much of the money in-state
students receive isn’t controlled by the
university, and those funds are privy
to a slash from the statewide general
assembly.
“A lot of the scholarship money
comes from the lottery program,”
Moore said. “And we are advocating
for no cuts to the degree of lottery
funding offered by the state of South
Carolina.”
Also, a percentage of money used
by the universit y for scholarships
comes from philanthropists around
the state, and Moore said that while
philanthropy is pressured in the tough
economic times, students are unlikely

to see a significant drop in fi nancial
aid packages.

Tuition
In every year since USC’s Chief
Financial Of f icer R ick Kelly has
worked at the university, tuition has
risen. This year, it will likely do the
same.
“Each year we have costs that just
go up,” Kelly said. “It’s inflation. Just
as the price of milk rises, the price of a
college education rises as well.”
Going without a tuition increase
would be detrimental to USC, Kelly
said.
“Anytime you don’t fund inflation,
that’s just another cut. You’re asking
your campus to step back and absorb
t he i ncreased cost s of f uels a nd
insurance,” Kelly said. “It’s very hard
for an institution to ever come to
the table and say we’re not going to
increase costs at all.”
How much will tuition be raised?
It’s too early to say, Pastides said.
“The Board of Tr ustees has to
sanction any recommendation, and
that typically will happen in April or
so,” Pastides said. “But students can be
sure that I’ve already pledged we won’t
see hikes of 10 or 15 percent.”
Tomorrow, The Daily Gamecock
will take a look at aspects of t he
u n i v e r s it y t h at a r e c o n s id e r e d
untouchable by campus officials.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Financial aid awards likely to remain unscathed
Students expect economic
sacrifice while staff
attempts to reassure
Meagean Dugger
STAFF WRITER

Un iver sit y of Sout h
Carolina students will most
likely experience an increase
in tuition beginning in the
fall of 2009, and many fear a
decrease in financial aid due
to statewide budget cuts.
Fo r s t u d e nt s , t he s e
changes promote feelings of
uneasiness and insecurity as
students scramble to apply
for more scholarships, take
out loans and apply for full

and part-time jobs.
University officials assure
students the speculations
reg a rd i ng a dec rease i n
financial aid availability are
false.
Financial A id Director
Ed Miller said he insists the
availability of financial aid is
not affected by budget cuts.
“No money is pulled out of
the pool for students,” Miller
said about the cuts already
implemented by the state.
Miller said he does not
expect a change in fi nancial
aid awarded for the 20092010 year.
“We’re expecting to serve
a larger populat ion t han
previous years,” Miller said

on rising tuition for next
year, “but we expect to have
answers.”
Tasia Starling, a third-year
education student who works
as a resident mentor for
Green Quad, said she does
not yet know if working will
fit into her schedule next fall.
“I’ll be a senior education
major, and that’s a full-time
job. I have Life and teaching
fellowships right now, so that
helps a lot, but next year is
the first year I’ll apply for the
South Carolina teacher loan,
and that’s an extra $5,000 a
year,” Starling said.
M i l le r p r o p o s e s t h at
although financial aid will
not take cuts, students might

find it more difficult to get
private student loans, but
said “USC’s relat ionship
with lenders is quite good,”
and assured that a student in
need would surely fi nd help
through the financial aid
office.
Megan Ruf, a second-year
biological sciences student
who is actively involved in
campus recreation and Greek
Life, said she insists rising
tuition causes more than just
financial issues.
“Tuition increase is no
longer my on ly concer n
— now time management
comes into play as I apply for
scholarships to balance the
FINANCIAL ● 4

chosen amidst
uncertainty
Conflict of interest
suspected in Student
Senate meeting
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

A prop o s a l to app oi nt
Terrance Lanier, a third-year
philosophy and economics
s t ude nt , t o t he ele c t ion s
commission barely passed
Student Senate on Wednesday
night after senators complained
his dual standing as a member
of the body’s cabinet would
c o n s t it ut e a c o n f l ic t of
interest.
The 13-12 vote came after
Chris Main, chair of t he
Judiciary committee, said no
clause in the body’s ethics
code currently prevents Lanier
from serving as both a cabinet
member and an elect ions
commissioner.
“This isn’t about Terrance
Lanier whatsoever,” the law
student said. “But he serves
right now as a cabinet member
in the executive branch, and
that’s a conflict of interest.
There’s nothing in the codes
of conduct that disallows this,
but the intention of the codes
is for this not to occur.”
Sen. Ben Bullock, a fourthyear political science student
and the Student Senate Rules
committee chairman, said the
appearance of impropriety
could cast an unfavorable
i mpression on St udent
Government.
“If even there’s the tiniest,
faintest tinge of impropriety,
we should avoid it,” Bullock
said.
Sen. Emily Berger, a secondyear chemical engineering
student and the power and
responsibilit y com m it tee
cha i r wom a n for St udent
Senate, said Lanier’s character
and prior service in SG should
leave no doubt in his ability to
serve.
“We asked him questions
on bias, and we were fully
satisfied with his answers,”
SENATE ● 4
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There w ill be a n
orientation meeting
t h is Fr iday at 4
p.m. for any student
interested in being a
walk-on member for
the Gamecock football
squad. The meeting
w ill be held on t he
Dr. Cha rles Crews
Fo ot b a l l Fac i l it y ’s
second floor near the
s out h e nd z one of
t he Williams-Brice
Stadium.
Carolinian scholars
will speak at
tomorrow’s discussion
about “Gender and Its
Role Today.” This is
part of the monthly
Diversit y Dialog ue
Series put on by
E M POW ER , R H A
and the Multicultural
Student Affairs Office.
T he e ve nt w i l l b e
today from 7:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. in Columbia
Hall, Room 113.
St udent Health
Services bring USC
the Lexington Medical
C e n t e r ’s M o b i l e
Mammography Feb.
4 from 9 a.m. to
4 p . m . o n G r e e ne
Street. Students have
appointment priority;
faculty and staff can
make appointments as
well. This service is
$288.18. To schedule
an appointment, call
803-576-9393 by Jan.
26.

W eek

Eric McNeely
fourth-yea r media a rts
student, the WUSC
station ma nager
Q: What does your organization try to
promote?
A: It’s about promoting an environment
where students can learn about radio
broadcasting, meeting people that are
interested in the same things they are and
really just have a good time, as well as
promote a link between the student body
and Columbia as a whole.
Q: What is your biggest pet peeve?
A: People not doing what I ask them too
Q: If you had to move tomorrow, where
would you go?
A: Probably Austin, Texas, because they
have a very big music scene there.
Q: If you could meet anyone famous,
dead or alive, whom would it be?
A: I’d like to meet Peter Cushing, simply
because he was a very prominent ﬁgure in
British horror ﬁlms and I’m a big fan.
-Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

The USC community wants to know what your organization has
going on this week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you
spread the word. If your organization has an upcoming meeting or
event you want publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or
stop by our office in the Russell House, room 333.
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name
and a description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact
person for any questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words.
Submissions should be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before
publication.
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any
submission.

Mary Austin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Second-year computer engineering student Ray Bracey plays hockey during his
spare time in an off campus adult league.
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World

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
Nashville could become the
largest U.S. cit y to make
E n g l i s h t he m a nd at or y
language for all government
business under a measure
b ei ng put b efore voter s
Thursday, but critics said
it might invite lawsuits and
even cost the city millions in
federal funding.
Though similar measures
have passed elsewhere, the
idea has ignited an intense
debate. Proponent s sa id
using one language would
unite the city, but business
le a d e r s , a c a d e m i c s a n d
the cit y’s mayor worr y it
could give the cit y a bad
reputation, because, as Gov.
Phil Bredesen put it, “it’s
mean-spirited.”
T he r e f e r e nd u m’s
most vocal supporter, city
Councilman Eric Crafton
collected enough signatures
to get the “English First”
c h a r t e r a m e n d m e nt o n
the ballot because he fears
g o v e r n m e n t w o n’t r u n
smoothly if his hometown
m i r rors New York Cit y,
where services are offered in
Spanish, Chinese, Russian,
Korean, Italian and French
Creole.
Craf ton has t r ied to
eliminate the city’s language
translation ser vices since
2006, but the mayor vetoed a
similar measure in 2007.
“A community that speaks
a com mon la ng uage is
unified and efficient,” said
Crafton, who is f luent in
Japanese and married to a
native of Japan.
Exactly how much English
wou ld be silenced if t he
measure passes is murky.

Budget cuts have Clemson
Un i v e r s it y n e g o t i at i n g
with the U.S. Agriculture
Department about how it
will continue animal and
meat inspections at slaughter
facilities, one of its officers
told House budget writers
Wednesday.
“We don’t know how we
would continue to do some of
the things we need to do, for
instance in meat inspections,”
said Clemson University Vice
President John Kelly, who
oversees the college’s public
ser v ices arm t hat ranges
from farm extension services
to genetic research.
The universit y’s public
service programs have lost
$11 million, or 21 percent of
its budget. On Wednesday,
universit y off icials asked
House budget writers to keep
intact what remains of a $41.5
million budget for the fiscal
year that begins July 1.
Among other steps, budget
cutting has forced five-day
furloughs and halving farm
extension agent travel as
Clemson’s programs deal
with their share of the $1
billion slashed from spending
since July.
The state’s budget started
in July at $7 billion and
has fallen to $6 billion as
the recession battered the
spending plan. College and
health care programs have
taken some of harshest cuts.
Kelly said he’s starting
negot iat ions w it h t he
USDA on help with meat
inspections.
He also said budget cuts are
taking a toll on fundamental
research.
For instance, Kelly had
plans to hire 10 researchers
this year to start a genetic
prog r a m at it s Pee Dee
Research a nd Educat ion
Center to produce crops
that yielded greater ethanol
output.

KHAN YOUNIS, G a z a
Strip — Squatting in the
rubble, his briefcase perched
atop his knees, the human
rights researcher interviewed
residents of a house shelled
by Israel as he compiled a
list of Gazans k illed and
wou nded du r i ng Israel’s
offensive against Hamas.
Yasser A bdel Ghafa r’s
work is part of a painstaking
endeavor by the Palestinian
Center for Human Rights to
count the casualties of the 23day war. The group released
a f inal tally Wednesday,
saying 1,284 Gazans were
killed and 4,336 wounded,
the vast majority civilians.
Israel has accused Hamas
of i nf lat i ng t he civ i l ia n
casualties, saying it has the
names of more t han 70 0
Hamas militants killed in
the fighting.
The two sides disagree on
the death toll, particularly
the ratio of combatants and
civilians.
On Wed nesday,
fieldworker Abdel Ghafar
worked to u ncover t he
circumstances of how one
family lost its home and two
relatives.
As family members and
neighbors sat on plast ic
chairs in an alley nearby,
Ghafa r spoke qu iet ly to
28-year-old Rami Najar, who
was in the three-story house
in K han You n is close to
Israel’s border when it came
under fire last week.
H i s 75-ye a r - old
grandfather Khalil Najar and
the elderly man’s 7-year-old
granddaughter, Alla, were
killed in the attack, which
reduced the house to rubble.
“Were there any armed
men near the house?” Ghafar
asked at one point. No, he
didn’t see any, said Najar,
whose right leg was wounded
in the shelling.

100

%

of our Physical Therapy
graduates passed the
2007 national licensure
exam the first time.

Doctor of Physical Therapy degree at
Thomas Jefferson University’s Department of Physical Therapy
Open house and workshop dates
at www.Jefferson.edu/JCHP
1 - 8 7 7- J e f f -C H P
THOMAS JEFFERSON UNIVERSITY

—The Associated Press
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Law requires students’
proof of U.S. citizenship
New regulation demands
evidence of legal residency
from all USC attendees
Kyle Moores
STAFF WRITER

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sen. Chris Main objects to the appointment of Terrance Lanier to the Elections
Commission as Sen. Emily Berger, who proposed the appointment, stands by.
SENATE ● Continued from 1
Berger said. “This is more of
a question of character than
constitutionality.”
Members of the election
commission will play a large
role in the upcoming days,
as they rule on candidate
v iolat ions and cert if y all
election results.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

More than 10,000 Columbia campus and
regional students are being contacted by
mail to complete a verification form and
present proof of citizenship.
Beg i n n i ng t h is semester, a l l USC
students must provide evidence of U.S.
citizenship or lawful presence in the U.S.
The university has adopted the new policy,
which went into effect Jan. 1, in order to
comply with section 59-101-430 of the
South Carolina Code of Laws.
The Universit y Registrar’s Barbara
Rogers Blaney, who will ser ve as t he
Citizenship Verification Official for the
Columbia campus, said students who do not
comply with this new program might face
removal from the university.
“A nyone who can not provide proof
of citizenship will be prevented from
registering for classes for the fall, and
u lt i mately may be ejec ted f rom t he
university,” Blaney said.
This policy “requires that lawful presence
in the United States be verified before
enrollment at any public institution of
higher education in the State of South
Carolina,” according to a news release.
International student officials will verify
the immigration status of non-citizen
students.
Student reactions to the new law have
been somewhat mixed, although many
students said they should have to establish

legal residence in the U.S. However, some
students said they feel the penalties may
be too severe.
“Non-citizens should be allowed to
attend school, not receive financial aid,
but still attend,” Nikki Harte, a first-year
undecided student, said. “If a student has
earned admission to the university, they
shouldn’t be kicked out completely.”
Other students said the action being
taken by the state legislat ure and the
university is completely justified.
Brent Chaplin, a second-year accounting
student, said students “better be citizens
or at least legally in this country to attend
school. People should try to apply for visas,
or show some kind of effort to legally be in
the U.S. if they want to go to school here.”
It is still unclear just how much this new
policy will impact enrollment at USC or
the other schools in the state.
“This is the university’s response to a
program passed by the state legislature,”
Bl a ne y sa id. “My job b et ween now
and March is to collect the citizenship
documents of all unverified students and put
them on file for the government auditors to
examine.”
Blaney said the university has successfully
eliminated a large number of students
through other means of verification.
The University is also attempting other
means of establishing citizenship to avoid
having to contact students directly.
“We were able to establish citizenship for
more than 16,000 students who completed
FAFSA forms that are documented by the
federal government,” Blaney said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION
Below is a list of acceptable documents to prove U.S. citizenship:
• A copy of a South
Carolina driver’s license if
the student first became a
licensed driver in the state
after Jan. 1, 2002.
• A Certified Birth
Certificate, which indicates
one being born in the
U.S. or a territory of the
U.S. A photocopy of one’s

birth certificate is not
acceptable.
• A current U.S.
Passport or U.S. Passport
that has not been expired
for more than 10 years.
• A certificate of
Naturalization — USCIS
Form (N-550 or N-570)
• A U.S. government

issued Consular Report of
Birth Abroad
• A certificate of
Citizenship (N-560 or
N-561)
• For more information,
please call 803-777-555
or visit the Registrar’s Web
site

-Information from http://registrar.sc.edu/html/citizenshipverification.stm
-Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

ONE

week tanning
FREE
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SUPER TAN
Join VIP Club & Tan
for only
a month!

$35
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All Super Beds
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S
next to Food Lion Expires March 31, 2009

FINANCIAL ● Continued from 1
increasing tuition,” Ruf said.
T hough t he c u r rent
economic hardships affect
almost ever yone, some
students say their schedules
will remain the same next
semester.
Nick Wagner, a secondyear accounting student, said
his summer job back at home
allows him to save money,
and he insists his present
t hrif t iness will keep him
stable.
“I’ve always saved money,
and I’ve always been frugal
with my money, so I really
don’t have to change what I’ve
been doing,” Wagner said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Big decisions,
opportunities
await Obama

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Inauguration honeymoon
to be followed by decisive
action on economy, wars
I’ve had t ime to digest
t he i naug u rat ion of ou r
now 44th president, Barack
Obama. I must say, I was
thoroughly entertained, and
I enjoyed it. Aretha Franklin
si ng i ng “My Cou nt r y
‘Tis of Thee” was a treat
for the ears, and the great
instrumental piece written
by John Williams made me
feel rather upper-class.
E v e n
O b a m a’s
speech was
something
to send chills
down the
spines of
LAKE MORRIS listeners, while
Third-year
it so v iv id ly
print
rem i nded us
journalism
of t he mess
student
we are in.
The way Obama referenced
and tried to link himself
to A mer ica n heroes a nd
former presidents George
Wa s h i n g t o n , A b r a h a m
L i n c o l n a n d J o h n F.
Ken nedy was not on ly a
brilliant speech move, but a
relevant one.
Washington was thrust
into the mess we call the
American Revolution as he
had to hold t he colon ies
together, while Lincoln had
to hold the Union together.
Now, Obama has to hold
t his Union toget her — a
Un ion t hat f ace s mu lt it rillion dollar debt, dual
war fronts and a floundering
economy on top of a very
long to-do list.
It was a brilliant speech,
and yet it was all things we
have heard from the last 43
presidents. Every president
who has preceded Obama
has promised to do good
things in his inauguration
sp eec h a nd h a s lef t t he
nation believing that “maybe
he can do it.”
I ’m i n no w a y s a y i n g
t hat Obama w ill be a
bad pre sident , nor a m I
insinuating that he will be
a great one. All I am saying
is t hat we don’t need to
coronate him in his f irst
official day of office.
The nex t 10 0 days are
key. That is the time he will
really get to move his policy,
get his people in and get a
feel of the presidency.
Obama needs to answer
these questions:
How is he going to
dea l w it h t he econom ic
dow nt u r n a nd c u rb t he
debt? Is he going to continue
t he ba i lout , wh ich is i n
essence spendi ng money
to get out of debt? What is
he going to do in Iraq and
A fghanistan? Is he going
to keep his word and pull
out of Iraq and refocus our
efforts on the original war
front? How is he going to
deal with the failing health
care and school systems? Is
he going to end No Child
L ef t Beh i nd a nd not be
controlled by the insurance
lobbyists?
A ll of these issues were
addressed in his speech, but
no clear answer of how was
given.
I want Obama to succeed.
If he succeeds, we succeed as
a country. My issue is that
he may be in too big a hole
to climb out in one term.
I, and the rest of America,
should hold Obama
accountable and be critical
of his decisions when we see
fit. We also need to keep in
mind that he has to make
decisions that none of us
would dream of wanting to
make.

AMANDA DAVIS
News Editor

Copy Desk Chief

EDDIE MANN
Sports Editor

LIZ SEGRIST

MICHAEL AGUILAR

The Mix Editor

Viewpoints Editor

COLIN JONES

PAUL BOWERS

Design Director

Photography Editor

MORGAN REID

ALAN TAUBER

IN OUR OPINION

Student lobby can only
be good news for USC

MINORITY REPORT

College Dems: Step it up
Party should take action,
stay competitive in midst
of red state mindset
On Tuesday, like many
people across the globe, I
witnessed the inauguration of
the first president of African
descent as he placed his hand
on Abraham Lincoln’s Bible
and took the oath of office.
This momentous occasion
— given that Barack Obama
did not accept
money from
lobbyists and
corporations
during his
campaign,
transition or
AUSTIN
inauguration
JACKSON
— might
First-year
have never
political
happened
science student
wit hout t he
donations of millions of
citizens like you and me.
Those who could not
donate cash donated their
t ime by dropping in to
a local campaign off ice,
volunteering at an Obama
event or contributing to
a blog discussion, among
other things.
The Obama campaign
and the national Democratic
Party used Howard Dean’s

“50 State Strategy” to put
as many states in play as
possible. This strategy led to
victories in Colorado, New
Mexico, Virginia, Florida,
North Carolina and Ohio.
The “50 State Strategy” also
affected South Carolina,
put t i ng Oba m a w it h i n
9 poi nt s of Republ ica n
nominee John McCain last
November (as opposed to
a 17-point spread between
former Bush and Kerry in
2004).
I pull no punches when I
say that scores of Carolina
st udent s were woef u l ly
misinformed about
President Obama during the
campaign. Nor will I pull
back when I say that Gov.
Mark Sanford is targeting
the wrong people for sharp
budget cuts — and cutting
USC more than the $50
million that it had to cut
already would be heinous.
With a governor
entertaining the prospect
of playing with the ability
of t housands of laid-off
workers to sur vive until
they find employment and a
legislature more concerned
about willingly violating the
principle of church and state
separat ion t han mak ing
sure that We the People of

South Carolina are wellrepresented, it is high time
that the Democratic Party
step up the call for change
in our state.
How does this involve
Carolina students — and
specif ically t he College
Democrats? I call on our
College Democrats — the
club members as well as
those in college who vote
Democrat — to set t he
record straight on President
Obama’s agenda and on our
state’s politics.
By taking a more active
role in the USC community
as well as the local political
scene, we can take back
South Carolina and provide
the constituent service that
South Carolina needs and
deserves. I also call on college
st udent s — Demo c r at ,
Republican, independent
and those who simply do
not dabble in politics — to
find their representatives
and senators and hold them
accountable for how they
vote. You voted for them,
meaning you hired them.
Supervise your employees,
and they will do relatively
well. Our elected officials
always need to know where
all their constituents stand,
not just their supporters.

IN YOUR OPINION
Christianity: Unnecessary
Influence for Evil
I wish to respond to Paul
Bowers’ two-part editorial
about Christianity, “The
Root of All Evil” and “Why
I am a Christian.” I think
I speak for most atheists
when I say that Christianity
certainly is not the “root
of all evil.” No one specific
thing can be diminished to
the root of ALL evil, except
maybe a lack of any effort
to minimize harm to others
on the part of an individual
or group. It is this lack of
concern for the well-being
of others, superseded instead
by quests for power and
human ambit ion, which
contributes to atrocities such
as the Crusades. Regardless
of an individual’s religious
orientation or atheism, no
one is perfect. The question
is: Does Ch r ist ia n it y
make being moral more
or less possible? Even as 1
Corinthians 14:33 states
that “God is not the author
of confusion,” Christians
remain div ided on most
ethical dilemmas. You will
find Christians and people
of other faiths across the
whole spectrum of possible
stances on a range of issues,
and all of them claim their
stance is warranted by their
version of divine instruction.
The Ten Commandments
provide less than satisfactory
guidelines for morality, not
caring to mention slavery,
misog yny, rape or other
abominations, while some
merely exist to bolster the

ego of an already omnipotent
God. Surely God could have
made a better list, or at least
he could expand it. The
result of all this is confused
followers cherr y-pick ing
the Bible to fit independent
biases or taking every iota
into account, even the parts
which are lamentable by
today’s standards. This is
unnecessary. Paul is a great
guy. I know many Christians,
all of which are outstanding
people. Though they claim
r e l i g io n i n f or m s t he i r
morality, I see something
d if ferent . I see sec u la r
humanism. It is my hope
that these good Christians
will start giving credit where
credit is due — themselves —
while recognizing that most
of the “good” is informed by
genuine altruism and much
of the opposition to progress
in our world is influenced by
religion.
— A ndrew Cederdahl,
president of Pastafarians at
USC, second-year political
science student
In response to “Bar set too
high for president”
I t ’s e a s y f o r m e t o
u nder st a nd M r. Pr ice’s
sent i ment t hat t he ba r
has been set too high for
President Barack Obama,
for I once felt the same way.
For the past year, I have
been eyeing the “Cult of
Obama” with great unease
(for the reasons Mr. Price
mentioned). It was the energy
coming from the Obama
movement that convinced

me Obama would most likely
become president, but it was
the same energy that had me
worried for the future of the
presidency.
However, I’ve recently
reconciled my feelings. I still
do worry, as Mr. Price does,
that Obama could blunder
— one of the risks of office.
However, so much of my
initial fear came from never
having seen such a dedicated
following for a political
figure. I might not have been
in D.C., but I could feel the
energy of the inauguration
through my television screen.
I heard from relatives and
friends that they haven’t felt
such hope since President
Kennedy took of f ice. It
took some time to realize
that Obama’s “cult” scared
me so much because I had
never seen anything like it
before in my life and it was
therefore difficult for me to
fathom.
I do not bel ieve t hat
Obama’s failure to meet the
expectations some have of
him could be “a significant
blow on t he A mer ic a n
p s y c h e ,” a s M r. P r i c e
said. After all, Americans
have been dealing w it h
presidential disappointment
since George Washington.
Will some be upset if Obama
cannot accomplish all of his
goals? Of course. But it would
take a monumental failure
for t he d isappoi nt ment
and heartache Mr. Price
described to take hold in
American hearts.
— Howard Brutsch, thirdyear history student

Education has not traditionally been among South
Carolina’s strong points, and recent budget cuts from the
state level cannot help the situation tremendously. But
what would happen if the students of USC had a say in the
matter?
This is the gist of a bill Student Senate passed last night
that calls for a student lobby at the State House. This can
only be good news for the university.
In the base case, there is no excuse for students not
to be in our legislators’ faces on a regular basis. We are
practically next-door neighbors with these people. Why
should the legislature care
about education if we don’t
care enough to pay them
a visit?
True, there are already
people pulling for us on
the state level, but there
is an important difference
between a paid lobbyist and a student lobbyist: only one
actually goes here.
Even an alumnus has a degree of separation from campus
life. If USC wants representatives with their fingers on
the pulse of campus life, there is simply no substitute for
someone currently enrolled in the university.
It’s already been shown that this tactic works. As secondyear history student Sen. Ebbie Yazdani pointed out, the
University of California wrenched $8 million from its state
government with a similar setup.
In a time of budget cuts across the board, let’s pull out
all the stops. We need people who are passionate about the
goings-on of USC. We need fresh faces to appeal on our
behalf. We need people with a real stake in the outcome of
funding decisions. In short, we need students on the State

There is no excuse for
students not to be in
our legislators’ faces
on a regular basis.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s p age
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“I can get up in the daytime these days. I used to be your
regulation vampire. I didn’t see too much of the daytime hours.
For some reason, I still do better at night.”
-- Dr. John
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5 things we’re
obsessing
PE
A
T
MIX
about
this
week.

1. The Daily
Gamecock Podcast
We know this is the third time we have addressed
podcasts in t he M ix Tape, but The Daily
Gamecock Podcast is officially online. Over the
next few weeks, we will be introducing podcasts
from every section of the paper. Currently, the
podcast features film critic Jimmy Gilmore
discussing his top 10 films of 2008. One item
to look out for is our weekly sports show “From
The Sports Desk” with Sports Editor Michael
Aguilar and Assistant Sports Editor Chris Cox
starting next week. You can access this nugget
of media wonder by going to the iTunes store,
entering “Daily Gamecock” into the search bar
and subscribing to the podcast for free.

Colin Jones
Mix Editor

2. The Wire

3. Pea Coats

“The Wire” is quite possibly the fi nest
piece of telev ision you have never
seen. This HBO wonder chronicles
the lives of Baltimore detectives and
the drug dealers they are trying to
catch. Produced by David Simon, the
show features a fast-paced and highly
complex narrative that intricately wraps
itself around pressing issues such as
political corruption and the crumbling
newspaper industry. W hile never a
ratings darling and lasting only five
seasons, “The Wire” draws you into
the compelling world of Baltimore
crime and never lets go. “The Wire” is
currently available on DVD.

With cold weather sweeping into the
Columbia metro area and thermometers
bottoming out, students across the USC
campus have been forced to bundle up.
W hat better way to stay warm than
pulling on a stylish yet useful item such
as a pea coat? These coats, popularized
by both the British and the U.S. Navy,
have jumped the military gap and have
been adopted by the average citizen.
These coats can be purchased at any local
retailer, but the Mix suggests Old Navy
where the prices vary from $40 to $80.

Courtesy of HBO.com
Courtesy of MCT Campus

5. Oscar Nominations
Look out — here come Oscar nominations tomorrow at 8:30
a.m. EST With anticipation in the air, the Mix is rooting
for “The Dark Knight” as the long shot of the year. Possible
contenders for top prizes include “Slumdog Millionaire,” “The
Reader,” “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” and others.
Our film critic Jimmy Gilmore predicts a possible “Slumdog”
sweep at the Feb. 22 event after the film’s performance at recent
award shows. For those of you who don’t want to get up to hear
the news, watch for Jimmy’s Oscar rundown this Friday.

4. Flying Saucer
Forget the Five Points bar scene, this watering hole is the place to be
with an outstanding beer selection and great atmosphere. With more
than 200 brews available, Flying Saucer specializes in accommodating
the individual with rare and eclectic tastes. Like a pub on steroids, the
Saucer presents itself as an inviting and youthful blend of both the old
and the new. A pub atmosphere combines with modern music and college
life in this arena of good food and good beer. If you want to liven up your
Monday nights, The Mix suggests this bar’s outstanding Pint Nite, where
most available beers are $2.75.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Warm up your appetite in freezing weather
Marin Mueller

Slow- Cooked Lasagna

Staﬀ Writer

Is there any better excuse to eat comfort food than cold weather? I doubt
it. After a day of fighting your way through ice, the occasional snowfall and
blustering winds, it’s impossible to crave a salad. While a good cup of tea or
hot chocolate can do wonders to warm our frigid bodies (check out the lines at
Colloquium Café if you don’t believe me), there’s always room to expand your
culinary repertoire. The next time cold weather and hunger simultaneously
strike, give one of these recipes a try to perk up your body temperature and your
taste buds.

This recipe is great because you can prepare it in the morning, let it cook all day
and have dinner ready when you get home.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 pound lean ground
beef
1 onion, chopped
2 tea spoons m inced
garlic
1 (29-ounce) can tomato
sauce
1 (6-ounce) can tomato
paste
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon dried
oregano
1 package lasagna
noodles
16 ou nc e s s h r e dde d
mozzarella cheese
12 ounces cottage cheese
1/2 cup grated Parmesan
cheese

1. In a skillet over medium heat cook ground beef,
onion and garlic until brown.
2. Add the tomato sauce, tomato paste, salt and
oregano and stir until well combined.
3. Cook until heated through.
4. In a large bowl mix together the mozzarella
cheese, cottage cheese and Parmesan cheese.
5. Spoon a layer of the meat mixture onto the
bottom of the slow cooker. Add a double layer of the
uncooked lasagna noodles. (Break to fit noodles into
slow cooker.)
6. Top noodles with a portion of the cheese mixture.
Repeat the layering of meat mixture, noodles and
cheese mixture until all the ingredients are used.
7. Cover and cook on low heat in slow cooker for 6
to 8 hours.

Not Quite Homemade Cornbread
Baked Macaroni Casserole

Photos C
ourtesy

o f M CT C
amp us

Admit it — macaroni and cheese has been your favorite comfort food since
you were a toddler. This version is way better than the stuff that comes out of a
box, too.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 1/2 cups raw
elbow macaroni
1 small on ion,
chopped
1 can diced tomato
1 cup cubed sharp
Cheddar cheese
1 cup water
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black
pepper
1 tablespoon butter
1 cup breadcrumbs

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees and grease an 8-cup glass
casserole dish with a lid.
2. In the casserole dish, combine macaroni, onion,
tomatoes,
cheese, water, salt and pepper.
Stir to combine well.
3. Place the lid on the casserole dish and bake for 1 hour,
stirring the mixture about halfway through the baking
time.
4. Melt butter in a small skillet over medium heat.
5. Add breadcrumbs and cook, stirring, for 8 to 10
minutes or until the crumbs are lightly toasted.
6. After the casserole has baked for 1 hour, remove the
lid and sprinkle the buttered crumbs over top.
7. Return casserole to oven and bake another 3 to 5
minutes, until the breadcrumbs are slightly browned.

A few additional ingredients make regular boxed cornbread stand out.
This is delicious with soup, or by itself.
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 eggs
1 (8-ounce) package cornbread
mix
1/2 cup cottage cheese
1/2 cup steamed chopped
broccoli
1/2 cup chopped onion
1/3 cup butter or margarine,
melted

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees and
grease one 8x8-inch square baking pan.
2. Combi ne egg s, cor nbread m i x,
cottage cheese, broccoli, chopped onion
and melted butter or margarine and mix
well.
3. Pour batter into the prepared pan.
4. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Big game. Big screen.
Big savings on HD service.

Digital Cable
Get ready for the big game by scoring a big deal from Time Warner Cable. Order Digital Cable and you’ll
get FREE HD, too. So, you can see every minute of the game in super high detail. All you need is an
HDTV and our HD Digital Cable box to start enjoying FREE HD from Time Warner Cable.

tAccess to over 300 channels, including up to 46
music channels
tOn-screen Interactive Program Guide that tells
you what’s on, up to a week in advance
tNo equipment to buy, and a 30-day money-back
guarantee
tSTART OVER™ – lets you restart shows already
in progress so you never miss the start of your
favorite show again
tCaller ID on TV – Digital Phone subscribers with

MORE HD CHANNELS
COMING SOON!
tUSA HD
tSci Fi HD
tCNBC HD
tBravo HD

Digital Cable can see who’s calling right on your
TV screen

Get Digital Cable
with FREE HD

49

$
AS
LOW
AS

CABLE

95

P ER
MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS

1- 800-TW-CABLE | www.YourTWC.com/FreeHD
Prices exclude fees and taxes. $49.95 per month for 6 months offer is valid for new residential Digital Cable customers or Basic Cable customers upgrading to Digital Cable on primary outlet only. Digital Cable offer includes one converter with remote. Premium services,
Movies On Demand, additional programming tiers and additional outlets are not included. Regular rates apply at the end of the discount period. Standard installation and custom wiring charges may apply. HDTV and HD converter are required for HD service. Some services
are not available to CableCARD customers. Not all equipment supports all services. Time Warner Cable and its afﬁliates and suppliers reserve the right to discontinue any product, feature or offer at any time. Other restrictions may apply. Limited time offer. © 2009 Time
Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All other corporate brands and logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.
(s09)
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

WEDNESDAY AT TRINITY
12:30 p.m., Free concert
$5 lunch
Trinity Cathedral
1100 Sumter St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

Today
BODY OF LIES

LET THE RIGHT ONE IN

6 p.m., free
Russell House Theater

6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

EAGLE EYE

DELEVELED, ANOTHER HERO FALLS, THE
SCARLET SUNDOWN

9 p.m., free
Russell House Theater

Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

Tomorrow

8 p.m., $5
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

TWILIGHT ARMADA, THE GHOST OF FDR,
STEREOREFORM, .LEAVELIFEALONE.
MEL WASHINGTON, JOHN KRUEGER, BEN
7:30 p.m., $4 over 21/$8 under 21
WALKER, GRAYSON VENTERS
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

ZOSO, PINNA
9 p.m, $12
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

7:30 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

IPOP! DANCE NITE
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

01/22/09

1234567890-=

A r ies Persistence is
required, but it def initely
pays off. After being turned
back over and over again, you
finally make it through. Good
thing you never give up.
Taurus Don’t gamble
with your savings; you can’t
afford to risk a cent. You can
use it to get a better deal,
however. That wouldn’t be
such a risk. Remember, no
funny stuff.
Gemini Go along with
your part ner’s suggest ion.
Th is could work out ver y
well. And it will amaze your
partner if you don’t argue. Just
smile and you’ll drive him or
her crazy.
Cancer You always have
a little something in reserve.
It helps you rest easy at night.
Pick a number to shoot for in
the coming year. You’ll really
sleep well after you get there.
Leo Sometimes, in order

to get what you want, you have
to start off doing something
else. Don’t even mention what
you’re up to, so you won’t
have to explain. Let it be a
surprise.
V irgo Don’t let your
fantasies for a better life stay
in your head. Write t hem
down, if nothing else. That’s a
magical step in making them
come true. Convince yourself
you can.
Libra Get the facts to back
up your theories. This makes
you even more in demand at
meetings and cocktail parties.
You’re not just a pretty face.
You’re also smart.
Scorpio Bit by bit, you’re
mak ing your dreams come
true. It isn’t easy, but it sure is
satisfying. Get the best deals
you can so your money goes
further. Do the research.
Sagittarius Sometimes
t he l i ne b et ween f a nt a s y

and realit y gets ver y thin.
Concentrate on what you most
want to have happen. Ignore
all the negative stuff. Do what
you need to do.
C a pr icor n You’re
pretty good at fi nding buried
treasure. You have a knack.
Something you discover now
falls into that category. This
ought to be fun.
A q ua r i u s F i n i s h
whatever you’re working on.
That means everything, not
just your favorites. The more
you get done, the more the
fog in your head clears up, and
that’s a wonderful thing.
Pisc es S ome of t he
conf usion will clear up in
the next few days. Now it’s
being identified and that’s an
important step. Be patient if
you don’t quite understand
what’s going on yet.

ACROSS
1 Gator's cousin
5 Biathlon equipment
9 Disperse
14 Chanteuse Horne
15 Musical ﬁnale
16 All choked up
17 Big golf
tournament
18 Salute
19 WWII landing site
20 Asleep for a while
23 Actress Suzanne
24 Datebook entry:
abbr.
25 Sly character?
28 Vacation option
32 USA foe
35 In the lead
37 Loving murmur

01/22/09

1 2 3 4

for 01/21/09

38 Upstaging a star

2 Camera-ready copy

42 Every bit

3 Wee hr.

43 Welles of ﬁlmdom

4 Down Under capital

44 NASA afﬁrmatives

5 Rift

45 Go after

6 Zen riddle

47 "Mack the Knife"

7 Got it, man!

singer

8 Taco topping

50 Analogous

9 Annual Calgary

52 "Bewitched" role

event

56 Humbling

10 Group principles

60 Like candles

11 Heckle

61 Quattro maker

12 Goddess of discord

62 Goneril's royal pop

13 Colo. neighbor

63 Put forth

21 Lingerie purchase

64 Poker declaration

22 Woman with a

36 Sicilian rumbler

57 Chopped down

65 First name in

book club

39 Investigate

58 Landﬁll

whodunits

26 Makes illegal

40 Golfer Hale

59 Comic strip canine

66 Playground

27 1977 George

41 Shod for the beach

60 Get hitched

comeback

Burns ﬁlm

46 NBA team

67 Pundit's column

29 Cuatro doubled

48 Spool back

68 Notre __

30 Corner piece

49 Roadside retreat

31 Drags along

51 Marsh of mysteries

32 B-52 letters

53 "Tosca," e.g.

1 Laceless

33 Town near Caen

54 King's domain

shoes

34 Market

55 Think alike

DOWN

Solutions from 01/21/09

56 Metered ride
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Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior guard Zam Fredrick lays up a buzzer-beating, game-winning shot over Florida junior forward Dan Werner as time expires to give USC a 70-69 victory Wednesday night.

Fredrick’s game-winner
electrifies Carolina nation
Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The South Carolina men’s basketball
team stunned the No. 24 Florida Gators
Wednesday night 70-69 in front of 12,835
raucous, screaming fans — led in large part
by the newly dubbed “Garnet Army.”
Senior forward Zam Fredrick’s breaking
layup as the clock expired put the Gamecocks
in front when it mattered most, as Carolina
knocked off its second top-25 opponent of
the season.
The Gamecocks knocked off the No. 19
Baylor Bears in Waco, Texas 85-84 on Jan. 2.
It was USC’s first win over Florida since
February of 2006, when the Gators were No.
6 in the nation.
“We were very fortunate to come out on
top,” USC coach Darrin Horn said. “Terrific
play by Mike Holmes and Zam Fredrick .

There’s not too much more to say, but there
were two teams that played their hearts out.”
South Carolina’s (13-4, 2-2) chances looked
bleak with just under three minutes to go, as
the Gamecocks faced a seven-point deficit
— built in large part by UF star guard Nick
Calathes, who led the Gators with 20 points
for the night.
But the potential NBA star was outshined
by his counterpart in Carolina’s junior guard
Devan Downey, who scored seven points
down the stretch on a 3-pointer and four
straight from the foul line to bring the game
within reach.
The 3-point attempt by the point guard
came with 26.5 seconds on the clock, bringing
USC within two at 69-67.
After Calathes missed the front end of a
one and one, Fredrick went to the charity
stripe, where he connected on one of two
shots to bring Carolina within a single point.
What ensued was pure ecstasy for USC
fans, as Holmes’ rebound with 3.3 seconds
left, flung to the streaking Fredrick, resulted
in Horn’s first big SEC victory at Carolina.
“I thought that both teams were very

aggressive,” UF coach Billy Donovan said.
“It was a tough loss for us. We played well
enough to win on the road, but they played
well, too.”
What could not be forgotten was how
Carolina had put itself in position to win
the game based on its first half performance.
USC had trailed both LSU and Tennessee by
18 and 15 points respectively at the of of the
first half of its two previous games.
USC did just that, as it led for almost the
entirety of the first half until Calathes sunk
a three-pointer from the top of the key with
under one minute to play, grabbing the slim
advantage at halftime, 39-38.
Th roughout t he open ing f rame,
t he G amecock s were aided by st rong
performances from Downey and Fredrick,
who scored 11 and eight points, respectively.
“Florida has been one of the big faces in
the SEC for years,” Downey said. “To get
this game, this is huge for us. We really had a
good game shooting the ball, but we believed,
and we stuck together.”
BUZZER ● 11
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Junior guard Devan Downey celebrates.

Students transform arena
‘Garnet Army’ creates
wild atmosphere, wills
Gamecocks to win over UF
Sam Davis

THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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USC students throw their spurs up while sporting their ‘Garnet Army’ t-shirts.

Nearly 13,000 fans packed
into the Colonial Life Arena on
Wednesday night, the second
largest crowd of the season.
Not one of those fans would be
disappointed.
The Carolina faithful finally
gave f irst-year USC coach

Darrin Horn what he’s been
asking for all year, and Horn
reciprocated with a thrilling
one-point victory captured by
senior guard Zam Fredrick’s
breakaway layup at the buzzer,
bringing the fi nal score to 7069.
Free t-shirts, pizza and drinks,
in addition to the No. 24 Florida
Gators, attracted nearly a season
high attendance to USC’s fourth
SEC matchup of the year —
one that the Gamecocks badly
needed af ter dropping t wo
straight road games to LSU and
Tennessee. The fans knew what

they had to do.
“We just lost a couple road
games, so we have to be really
loud while we’re at home,” said
third-year electrical engineering
student Zegilor Laney. “Other
SEC teams probably have good
fans, so we have to step up.”
Alex Gardner, a third-year
accounting student, thinks that
the crowd has stepped up to the
task.
“We were a lot louder than
we’ve ever been,” said Gardner,
who has attended nearly every
USC home basketball game.
GARNET ARMY ● 11

The Daily Gamecock ● THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2009

PAGE 11

Zam’s sweet redemption
Fredrick goes from chump to
champ in under three seconds
Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Zam Fredrick was two of six from the
free throw line for the night. His team had
shot a pitiful 54 percent in their last two
conference games from the charity strip.
His team was down by two with 4.7 seconds
left.
Swoosh.
Down by one, his second shot clanked.
The Gamecocks had to foul. But redemption
can be a funny thing sometimes.
Florida forward Chandler Parsons missed
the front end of a one and one with 3.3
seconds left, USC center Mike Holmes
grabbed the rebound and flung the ball to a
sprinting Fredrick down the court.
The backboard lit up in bright red. The
basket was good.
USC 70, Florida 69.
The crowd, led by the raucous “Garnet
A rmy,” screamed in jubilat ion as t heir
team had knocked off their second top-25
opponent in three tries on the season.
One would think that the thoughts would
be running rampant in Fredrick’s head.
The game on the line, his free throw
shooting troubles, his team’s conference
record and possible NCA A Tournament
hopes hanging in the balance should have
crowded his head.
“To be honest, I just ran,” Fredrick said.
“I didn’t think about anything, I just ran
and knew he’d put the ball out there.”
Nu mb er 20 ’s m i nd wa s bla n k . H i s
thoughts, his eyes, his ears, were tuned

out.
“In my heart I k new it was good,” he
said. “I didn’t hear the horn and I didn’t see
the red light. And the way everybody was
celebrating, it had to be good.”
But was it good? Florida coaches ran after
their players after the team departed for the
locker room. The play was being reviewed.
The black-and-white striped men huddled
around the replay screen. The Colonial Life
Arena was silent.
But the play, according to Fredrick, was
never in doubt.
“All I know is, he missed, I ran, Mike
(Holmes) threw a good pass, I layed it in,”
he said bluntly. “Everybody was jumping
around at the end. I knew it was good when
they were reviewing it, I just believed.”
The shot counted. The crowd roared.
T he conclu sion wa s no s u r pr ise to
Fredrick.
“To be a winner, you have to believe,” he
said. “We could have folded; we were down
seven. Devan (Downey) came down and
made tough shots to keep us in the game.
We made a couple defensive stops, they
missed some free throws, and we made a
play at the end.”
Wed nesday ’s t h r i l ler seems to be a
recurring theme for the senior from St.
Matthews, S.C., who is capping a miraculous
season in the Garnet and Black.
On Jan. 5 against Wofford, Fredrick
reached the 1,000-point club for his career
with a 3-pointer in the fi rst half.
T h ree d ay s b efore t h at , he s cored
Carolina’s final basket, a driving lay up
with 5.1 seconds left, to knock off the 19thranked Baylor Bears.
A season ago, many fans scoffed at his
transfer to Columbia. To them, Fredrick,
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Eric Norwood joins Zam Fredrick to celebrate on the court following Carolina’s win.
who transferred to USC after two seasons
at Georgia Tech, was nothing more than a
mid-tier player transferring from an elite
conference like the ACC to a lower level
program to garner playing time.
K now n for his of tent imes poor shot
selection and inabilit y to deliver in the
clutch, he frustrated fans with his struggles
in carrying the Gamecocks on his back.
Most notably was Carolina’s two-point
loss to North Carolina State in the Old
Spice Tournament, when Fredrick was
unable to connect on Carolina’s fi nal shot.
A day later, he was unable to get a shot off
as the clock expired in a deflating one-point
loss to George Mason.
“Zam has an incredible memory in that he

GARNET ARMY ● Continued from 10
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‘The Garnet Army’ does a mocking Gator Chomp.

The Carolina crowd, recently deemed
“The Garnet Army” — which was displayed
on 750 free t-shirts given to the early fans
at the game, let out its first significant roar
eight minutes into the game. Junior guard
Devan Downey had just passed half-court
when he threw up an alley-oop to sophomore
forward Mike Holmes, who finished with
an authoritative slam, warranting a Florida
timeout and an eruption from “The Garnet
Army”.
Passionate cries were again heard from the
crowd, although this time unhappy, when
an emphatic rejection from Holmes was
overturned on a goaltending call, awarding
the Gators two points.
At the half, the Gamecocks trailed by one
point after 20 minutes of play in which “The
Garnet Army” had not gone unnoticed, nor
unappreciated.
“The crowd was phenomenal. There was
no question that they were a huge part in the
game, especially our students,” Horn said.
“Talking about a home environment, we
played in an excellent environment today.”
After a first half that was mostly back and
forth, Carolina would put together a scoring
spurt early in the second half with a flurry
of offensive rebounds and defensive stops,
finally capped off with a 3-pointer from
junior forward Evaldus Baniulis, bringing
13,000 screaming fans to their feet.

doesn’t have one. He always thinks the next
shot is going in and that’s one of the things
I really like about him,” USC coach Darrin
Horn said. “He’s a fifth-year senior. He
just keeps playing and I thought he showed
tremendous toughness. I don’t think he gets
enough credit for the toughness he brings
to the team.”
But none of Fredrick’s previous struggles
seem to matter now, as his team seems
well on its way to its best fi nish in recent
memory.
And Fredrick’s team, coaches and fans
have him to thank for it.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu

“[Evka] was phenomenal tonight. We
talked to him today about going out and just
playing,” Horn said. “He did a great job of
just playing tonight, not worrying about the
last shot. I thought he was outstanding for
you.”
Yet even after all of the excitement and
clamor that Horn’s Gamecocks extracted
from the Carolina fans, nothing would match
the final sixty seconds of the game. With
five seconds to go, Fredrick had a chance to
tie the game by icing two free throws, but
rimmed out a second attempt and USC sent
Florida to the free throw line with three
seconds to go, trailing by one.
Yet Fredrick would redeem himself and
erase any memory of his missed free throws
as Holmes grabbed Florida’s missed free
throw and chucked it down the court, hitting
a sprinting Fredrick perfectly in stride.
Fredrick would then lay it in easily, exactly
as time expired, igniting the crowd for one
last piercing ovation as chaos and jubilation
swallowed the Colonial Life Arena.
“I think Mike grabbed Zam and said, ‘if
I get it, go long’,” Horn said, attempting to
make sense of the final play. “But it was not
drawn up like that at all.”
A fter several minutes of chants and
celebrations, “The Garnet Army” marched
triumphantly out of the arena.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu

Gamecocks in dire straits en route to Oxford
‘We need this win in
worst way,’ Staley says of
Thursday night contest
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

This time last season, USC
women’s basketball coach
Dawn Staley was fighting
the tide with a struggling
Temple team. Her Owls were
9-10 and underperforming in
comparison to her previous
season’s team; by Jan. 21,
2008 Temple had already lost
more games than it did in the
entire 2006-2007 campaign.
This season things are a
little different. Staley has yet
to cement her presence in
the SEC like she had in the
A-10 and instead of the 8-9
Gamecocks riding a threegame win streak like the
2008 Owls, Staley’s players
are facing a daunting fourgame losing streak.
Nonet heless, Staley is
keeping her head high in
preparation for Carolina’s
road game tonight at 8 p.m.
in Oxford, Miss. against the
Ole Miss Rebels — and she’s
not the only one.
“I think that our players
are in pretty good spirits,”
Staley said after practice on
Wednesday. “I know that

they don’t like the fact that
we are 0-4 in the SEC but
they’re still fighting and
that’s all you want.”
There has been plenty for
the Gamecocks to work on
over the last several games.
Throughout their losing
streak Carolina has lost its
games by an average of nine
points and have a turnover
margin of -4, the worst in
the SEC in conference play.
The Gamecocks are also
last in the SEC in scoring
defense.
St aley realizes t hat
her team is facing a lot of
problems on both sides of
the court. For the last week
Staley has been trying to drill
the basics into her young and
battered team in practice.
“[We’ve been working on]
the little things,” Staley said.
“Defensively we’re trying to
fine tune some of the things
that we’re not doing well....
Then just fine-tuning our
offense, maybe getting shots
up a lot quicker.”
The Gamecocks are one
of only three teams left in
the SEC that have yet to
grab their first conference
win. Staley believes that the
importance of cracking the
winless shell and finding the
first win may create a muchdesired domino effect for her
team.

“I think once you get one
[win],” Staley said. “It might
snowball into something
else.”
St a ley a lso bel ieves
t h at C a rol i n a’s conte st
with Ole Miss will be the
primary opportunity for the
Gamecocks to begin that
snowball. Not only does
Carolina match up physically
with the Rebels, but the
G amecock s also boast a
similar style of play to Ole
Miss, something Staley sees
as an advantage.
“[Ole Miss is] somewhat
similar to us in that they
like the pressure defense and
changing their defense up
a little bit,” Staley said. “I
think [South Carolina and
Ole Miss] match up better
than probably most teams
in the SEC. I think we’re
very similar to them but I
think we’re more athletic in
the post and we hope to take
advantage of that.”
For Staley it goes beyond
hopi ng. It is clea r t h at
t he G amecock s are at a
crossroads and Staley would
certainly classify this game
as a must-win.
“We need this win in the
worst way,” Staley said. “We
can’t come away with a loss
in this particular basketball
game. I told our team today,
this win can catapult us to

a lot of wins in a row. This those foothills is an Ole Miss
loss could be equally as bad squad that means business
and we could lose a lot of — but Staley has only one
basketball games. We need scenario played out in her
a win just for the confidence head for tonight’s game.
“Win,” Staley said, with
factor.”
South Carolina is certainly not a lick of humor in her
a long way from Temple’s voice. “At all costs.”
success and even Staley will
admit that the Gamecocks Comments on this story? E-mail
have a much bigger mountain sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
to climb in the dominant
SEC. However, there are
plent y of foothills to get
over before they mount their
assault on the acme that is an
SEC Championship. One of

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com
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Fredrick was a thorn in
the Gators side throughout
the half as well, as the senior
con nected on t wo of h is
five 3-point attempts, both
coming immediately after UF
had taken the lead.
USC stayed close courtesy
of a monstrous slam by center
Sam Muldrow helped spark
an eight-to-nothing run for
the Gamecocks, giving the
home team a 50-45 advantage
at the 14-minute mark.
Up against the wall, Florida
responded with a run-stopping
layup in transition by Ray
Shipman and a turnaround
hook shot by Calathes to
bring the Gators within one
at 50-49.
After the teams remained
virtually locked up over the
next several minutes, a crucial
goaltending call on Holmes
helped UF knot up the game
at 55 apiece with seven and a
half minutes remaining.
A f ter a Wa lter Hodge
3-point play the teams traded
baskets, forward Dan Werner
connected on two free throw
at tempts, put t ing U F up
by two posessions at 62-57
w it h u nder fou r m inutes
remaining.
T h at ’s when t he
Gamecocks got to work with
their remarkable comeback.
“We want to make plays,
but it’s rare that you’re going
to have t h i ng s work out
perfect,” Horn said. “We were
fortunate to do it.”
Carolina returns to the
court on Saturday to face Ole
Miss. Tipoff is set for 8 p.m.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements

Help Wanted
GYMBOREE PLAY & MUSIC
Now hiring PT teacher for classes and
birthday parties. Training provided, all
majors
welcomed.
Call
Melanie
738-1231 for more information.

Apartments

Very established upscale salon is seeking a polished individual for the following
hours Tuesday & Thursday 2-7pm Fri
1-4pm and every other Saturday
9:30am-3m. Candidate must have great
communication skills, and naturally polite, exceed client’s expectations and be
on time Interested parties please email.
cshealy@australsalon.com

The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
ASPYRE *NOW Leasing* 1 2 3 BR*
*Brand-New*Parking Garage* H20/
Internet Inc.*Flexible lease terms
*803-400-1570 www.iaspyre.com

Roommates
Great Price, Location & View.
2BR.,1BA, Furn Apt. Mature M/rmmt,
20+.Across USC horseshoe. $425/Mo.,
includes Utl. 843-409-1460.

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
1730 Greene (near nursing school campus) 2BR or 1BR w/study $610..
Also 4Br. home. 301 S. Edisto $1195.
w/discount 799-9483.

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Parking

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email:
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705

Help Wanted
Child Care
Care for Infant Twins - Exp child care
provider. Up to 20/daytime/hrs/wk in NE
home. $12/hr. Must have good ref.
Please send info on exp & 1-2 ref to
Natalie at colabianchi@sc.edu.
Babysitter Tues & Thur 10am-6pm &
Sat 10am-2pm. Exp pref. Call Annie
678-463-3530 or 770-713-2869.

Tired of paying parking fines?
Reserved spaces available. 799-3452

Services

Help Wanted

PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Love USC? Would you like to assist
in recruiting new students?
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions is hiring student bloggers to share
their experiences. Hours are flexible
and you can blog from he location of
your choice. Experience with blogs is
preferred but not necessary. Strong
writing skills are a must. We are looking
for all types of students, including transfer and international students. Pay is
$7.50/hr. To request an application,
please email m.allen@sc.edu.

Serious financial problems?
Confidential bankruptcy advice.
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com

Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in Spanish? 25 years
of teaching all ages. 926-3126

•

Office hours: M-F

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

TEMPORARY HEALTH INSURANCE
coverage begins the day after
application is properly submitted.
Call William @ 546-1751 or apply online at www.insurancesupport.
mymedicalquotes.com

Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

DEADLINE

Additional Info

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

